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Detailed Information on Subpopulations 
 
M/MS Hispanic men 
 

Analysis Zone Estimated Size 
of High-Risk 
Population 

El Paso County 11,554 
Rural West Texas 384 

 
Detailed information about M/MS Hispanic morbidity 
 
• Living AIDS, CTS positives, and STD case rates contributed to the high 

morbidity score in this sub-population.   
 
• Over 260 M/MS Hispanic men are living with AIDS in El Paso County.  This 

translates to an estimate that over 2% of the Hispanic M/MS population is 
currently living with AIDS (Appendix 1, p 8). 

  
• There were 57 AIDS cases diagnosed in Hispanic M/MS in 1998, for a rate of 

nearly 500 cases / 100,000, accounting for over one-fifth of the total living AIDS 
cases in El Paso county (Appendix 1, p 6 for rates and p 8 for case counts). 

 
What stands out in the risk behaviors reported by M/MS Hispanic 
clients? (from 1999 Prevention Counseling Data -- 12/2/1999, Appendix 2, p 4) 
 
• A high percent of this group reported sometimes or almost always using a 

barrier for anal sex, only 11% reported never using a barrier with anal sex.   
 
• Higher proportions reporting never using a barrier for vaginal and oral sex (32 

and 45%, respectively). 
 
• Nearly 60% of clients indicated they had multiple sex partners in the past year. 
 
• Nearly 3% indicated they have had an STD in the past year. 
 
• The proportion reporting substance use is higher in this sub-population than in 

other M/MS in this HMAZ and around the state. 
 
• Over half of Hispanic M/MS indicated their partner(s) are at risk, and over 40% 

indicated their partner has had multiple partners in the past year. 
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What gaps in knowledge about this group stand out? 
  
• There is a large proportion of Hispanic M/MS who report having multiple 

partners in the past year, who indicated have had multiple partners, and who 
report their partner is at risk for HIV.  In contrast to the risk behaviors identified 
above, the proportion of Hispanic M/MS who sometimes or almost always use 
barriers is high in this population.  

 
• A relatively high substance use is reported in this population.  Only 13% of the 

prevention counseled population was from substance use treatment facilities 
and there are currently no HE/RR substance use/harm reduction education 
interventions at this time in El Paso County funded through TDH.   

 
• Are there substance use assistance providers in the region? 
 
• What has encouraged barrier use in this population? (Why is it working for anal 

sex and less effective for oral and vaginal sex?) 
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African American IDU men  
 

Analysis Zone Estimated Size 
of High-Risk 
Population 

El Paso County 239 
Rural West Texas 0 

 
• This may be a very small group, with a high-risk status. 
 
Detailed information about African American IDU men morbidity 
 
• There are 6 living AIDS cases and one positive, reported through CTS in 1998 

and HIV reports in 1999 in this sub-population, each. (Appendix 1, p 6) 
 
What stands out in the risk behaviors reported by African American 
IDU men clients? (from 1999 Prevention Counseling Data -- 12/2/1999, 
Appendix 2, p 4) 
 
• 80% of prevention counseling clients in this sub-population indicated they 

shared injection equipment in the past year. 
 
• African American IDU men who have been prevention counseled identified 

many risks for HIV:  high proportion reported multiple partners, partners at-risk 
for HIV, recent STD history, and exchanging sex for money or drugs. 

 
• No information is available on barrier use in this population.  Information on 

barrier use is crucial information in this population, particularly in light of the 
previous two bullets. 

 
What gaps in knowledge about this group stand out? 
 

• Why are they sharing injection equipment?  Is it due to lack of knowledge, 
skills, cleaning supplies or the availability of clean equipment? 

 
• Does drug choice affect sharing? 

 
• What is their barrier use? 

 
• Why do they exchanging sex for drugs/money? 

 
• What contacts does this sub-population have with other sub-populations?  

How can HIV transmission be reduced through these contacts? 
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F/MS African American women 
 

Analysis Zone Estimated Size 
of High-Risk 
Population 

El Paso County 434 
Rural West Texas 2 

 
• This may be a very small group, with very high risk status. 
   

Detailed information about African American F/MS women morbidity 
 
• There are 3 living AIDS cases falling into the F/MS African American female 

category in El Paso county.  With the small population size, these three 
cases yield a case rate of 690 cases / 100,000 (Appendix 1, p 6). 

 
• The AIDS incidence rate for 1998 is 230 cases / 100,000, accounting for 

one-third of the living AIDS case rate, and based on one case  (Appendix 1, 
p 6 and p 8 respectively). 

 
• There were 2 HIV positives identified through CTS in 1998 (Appendix 1, p 

6). 
 
What stands out in the risk behaviors reported by African American 
F/MS women clients? (from 1999 Prevention Counseling Data -- 12/2/1999, 
Appendix 2, p 4) 
 

• A small proportion of African American women report using barriers for anal 
and oral sex (100 and 80% never used, respectively) with a slightly better 
use (37% never used barriers) of barriers for vaginal sex. 

 
• This sub-population has a relatively high report of STD history for F/MS, but 

has a lower proportion of individuals who have indicated having multiple 
partners in the past year. 

 
• Only 13% of African American F/MS women indicated their partners were 

at-risk for HIV and less than 30% report their partners have multiple 
partners. 

 
What gaps in knowledge about this group stand out? 
 

• Why are barriers not used? 
 

• What is the basic knowledge of risk in this sub-population? 
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• What is the perception of risk in this sub-population? 
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M/MS whites  
 

Analysis Zone Estimated Size 
of High-Risk 
Population 

El Paso County 2,799 
Rural West Texas 203 

 
Detailed information about M/MS white morbidity 
 

• HIV, AIDS and STD case rates all contributed to the morbidity score for 
M/MS whites. 

 
• The primary factor contributing to the morbidity score for this population is 

the living AIDS case rate, approximately 1,500 cases / 100,000 white 
M/MS. 

 
• The rate of HIV infections reported in white M/MS in 1999 is similar to that 

for CTS positives in 1998, approximately 100 cases / 100,000, each.  
 
What stands out in the risk behaviors reported by white M/MS clients? 
 

• 7% of white M/MS report never using a barrier during anal sex, just under 
20% report never using a barrier during vaginal sex and about half report 
never using a barrier during oral sex.   

 
• Nearly half of this sub-population reported having multiple partners in the 

past year and 42% reported their partner had multiple partners. 
 

• Approximately half of white M/MS indicated their partner was at-risk for HIV. 
 
What gaps in knowledge about this group stand out? 
 

• Barrier use is good compared with other M/MS in the West Texas Planning 
Area and throughout the state. 

 
• About half of M/MS white men report multiple partners, sex with partner at-

risk and proportion of partners with multiple partners. 
 

• What can help reduce number of partners? 
 

• What can help reduced partner risk? 
 
• What can help improve their perception of risk? 
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M/MS African Americans 
 

Analysis Zone Estimated Size 
of High-Risk 
Population 

El Paso County 540 
Rural West Texas 4 

 
Detailed information about M/MS African American morbidity 
 

• M/MS African Americans in the West Texas Planning Area have a high 
living AIDS case rate, approximately 1,500 cases / 100,000 (Appendix 1, p 
6). 

 
• The rate of positives, identified through CTS in 1998, is 370 cases / 

100,000 African American M/MS in the West Texas Planning Area 
(Appendix 1, p 6). 

 
• There were no AIDS cases diagnosed in 1998 in this sub-population.  As of 

the date of analysis, there were no HIV cases reported in 1999 in this sub-
population in the West Texas Planning Area (Appendix 1, p 6). 

 
What stands out in the risk behaviors reported by African American 
M/MS clients? (from 1999 Prevention Counseling Data -- 12/2/1999, Appendix 
2, p 4) 
 

• There is insufficient information available to discuss barrier use in this sub-
population.  

 
• African American M/MS report a slightly higher proportion of multiple 

partners than white M/MS even-though the proportion of both groups 
indicating their partner was at risk were the same.  This may indicate a 
different perception of risk of activities between these sub-populations. 

 
What gaps in knowledge about this group stand out? 
 

• What is their barrier use? 
 

• What can help reduce number of partners? 
 

• What can help reduced partner risk or perception of risk? 
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African American IDU women, Hispanic and white IDU men and 
women 
 

 men women 
Analysis Zone Hispanic White Hispanic African 

American 
white 

El Paso County 7,090 1,313 1,851 119 985 
Rural West Texas 15 45 0 0 0 

 
Detailed information about IDU morbidity  
 

• In Hispanic and white IDU, living AIDS case rates in men are 2.5 times the 
rate observed in women (Appendix 1, p 6). 

 
• Where data is available, the rate of new HIV infections reported is similar to 

the rate of AIDS incidence in 1998  (Appendix 1, p 6). 
 
What stands out in the risk behaviors reported by IDU clients? (from 
1999 Prevention Counseling Data -- 12/2/1999, Appendix 2, p 4) 
 

• Between 30 and 50% of clients indicated never using a condom during sex. 
 

• Approximately 10% of IDU reported an STD in the past 12 months 
 

• Slightly over half of white IDU and over three-quarters of Hispanic IDU 
reported multiple partners in the past year. 

 
• Approximately 90% reported using a drug during sex. 

 
• Needle/syringe sharing in these sub-populations are between 80 and 90%, 

one of the highest proportions we have seen reported in Texas. 
 
What gaps in knowledge about this group stand out? 
 

• Why are they sharing injection equipment?  Is it due to lack of knowledge, 
skills, cleaning supplies or the availability of clean equipment? 

 
• Does drug choice affect sharing? 

 
• Why are barriers not used? 
 
• What is the profile of injectors outside of El Paso County? 
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African American F/MS men, Hispanic and white F/MS 
 

 women men 
Analysis Zone Hispanic White Hispanic African 

American 
white 

El Paso County 12,479 2,682 11,554 540 2,799 
Rural West Texas 384 200 384 4 203 

 
Detailed information about F/MS morbidity 
 

• Living AIDS case rates for this group are generally around 200 cases / 
100,000, with the exception of white females, whose living AIDS case rate 
is 75 cases / 100,000 (Appendix 1, p 6). 

 
• The rate of recent HIV infections, measured through CTS positives or from 

HIV reporting, are similar to the AIDS incident rate in 1998 for these sub-
populations, between 40 and 100 cases / 100,000. 

 
What stands out in the risk behaviors reported by F/MS clients? 
 

• These sub-populations are characterized by moderate to poor barrier use.  
Values ranged from 37%, for vaginal sex in African American men, to 67% 
never used barriers for anal sex in white women. 

 
• African American men have the highest proportion of multiple partners 

reported, over 70% of the prevention counseled individuals.   
 

• Half of Hispanics reported multiple partners in the last year while only one-
third of whites reported multiple partners. 

 
• Between 10 and 20% of F/MS men have paid for sex in the past year. 

 
• Substance use is sited with sex nearly twice as often in men as women. 

 
• Whites and African Americans have a low perception of partner’s risk (18% 

each). 
 
What gaps in knowledge about this group stand out? 
 

• Why are barriers not used? 
 

• What is the basic knowledge of risk in this sub-population? 
 

• What is the perception of risk in this sub-population? 



West Texas – Discussions of Sub-Populations 

2/15/00 9:20 AM 10

• What is the impact of the observed sex trade in these sub-populations on 
HIV transmission? 

 
• What can be done to reduce the number of partners? 

 
• Does drug use affect risk reduction efforts in these populations? 


